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The Charitable 


A word of Comfort from the God of Com- 
fort, to ſuch as are truly POR; 


And a word of Chriſtian Counſel and Ad- 
vice to ſuch as are worldly Rich, ſtitring them 
„% the Chriſtian duty and pra- 
PTY - Riſe of Charity. 


With ſome powerfull Motives and Perſwaſi- 
ons thereunto, drawn from the Word of God, 
to convinte men of the neceſſity of this Chriſtian 
Duty ; with the ſore Evils and Calamities which 
are threatned in the Word of God againſt un- 
mercifull Men. | „ | 
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Pſalm 4r. 1, 2, 3 | 
Bleſſed is he that confidereth the Poor, the Lord will deli- 
ver him in time of trouble. The Lord will preſerus him, and 
keep bim alive,and he fhall be bleſſed upon the earth. The Lord 
will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of languiſhing,aud will make 
all his bed in his Sickneſs. ; 


Publiſhed by a Lover of Hoſpitality. 


— 
— 


London, Printed for ohn Andrews, at the White Lion 
in the lower end of Pye>corner, 1658. 


I pray you Reme mber the Poor. 


Amos 8. 4, 6. Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the Needy,even 
to make the Poor of the Land to fail; making the Ephab 
ſmall, and the Shckel great: falſifying the Balance by de- 
ceit, that you may buy the Poor for ſilver ; and the Neely 
for 4 pair of ſhoes. 


tas 


Here lately publiſhed an Excellent Piece, and profitable 
Sermon Entituled, Chriſts Firſt Sermon: aud the price is 
but three pence. 5 
Alſo Five Profitable and Pious Books for evil times: one 
entituled , The Plain Mans Path- way to Heaven, dire ting 
every one bow they may be ſaved. by | 
2. Doomeſday at hand, or,the day of the Lord drawing nigh, | 
3. The Dreadful character of a Drunkard, 
4. The Divels diſeaſe, or the Sin of Pride raigned and con- 
demned. | | 
5. The Black Bock of Conſcience 3 al very neceſſary for theſe 
troubleſome times. 
All but two pence 4 piece; and are to be ſold by John Andrews 
at the VVhite Lion, in the lower end of Pye-Corner! 4 


— — 


\ 


9 


4 


W 
1255 55 


The Charitable Chriſtian. 


I Tims. 6. 17, 18, 19. 


| Charge thkm that are rich in this world, that they be 

By not high minded,nor truſt in uncertain riches,but 

in the living God, who giveth us richly all things 

we enjoy. 
That they do 7 that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 

4 | Layingup in ſtore for themſelves a good foundati- 

on againſt the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on Eternal Life, 


28 Ye bleſſed Apoſtle , in theſe words 
lapes down ſeveral arguments and 
>. perſwaſives to Charity, which in 


with moſt men: Foz notwithſtanding there is 
' a great noiſe of Religion ab2oad , ger is it la⸗ 

mentable to confider how Irregiouſip mof 
| i A 3 men 
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men live, making a great ontward ſhew and 
pzetence of Religion, but altogether deny and 
— the power and pꝛattiſe thereof, which in 
a great meaſure doth conſiſt in the pzadiſe of 
Charite, as St. James ſaith in his firſt Chapter, 
and the laſt verſe: Pure Religion, and undefiled 
before God is this, To viſit the fatherleſs and the * 
widdow in their diſtreſs; That is, by relieving 
their neceſſities. 

There are ſeveral. Arguments that ſhould 
p30voke us to Charity, in theſe wozds of the A» -+| 
poſtle: As firſt, the charge given to rich men: 
Pe doth not charge them in the Name sf ang 
King oz Stats, but in the Name of ths great | 
God of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Embaſſadour 
he was: the ſum and ſubkance of his charge is 
this. Firſt, That they would not be high n. inded; 
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that is to ſay, lofty, pꝛond, and tcoznful, disdain⸗ &4 
ing to look upon thoſe that are po. And ſecond⸗ 
ly, That they would not truſt in uncertain Riches, 
but in the Liyxing God. Men are apt to think | 
themſelves ſafe and ſecure , if they have goften 
but Eſtates in their hands; buf the Mozd of | 
God ſaith otherwiſe. The Apoſtle here calls 
riches uncertain; and Solomon ſaith vf them, 
that they are vanity of vanities,meer empty no- 
thing,things which we ought not to covet after: 
fo2 we tame into the woꝛld naked witheut rich- 
er, and it is certain we ſhall carry none with — 
out . 
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out of the wozld. Then as St. Paul ſaith, 1. Tim. 
6.8. Let us having food and raiment, be therewithal 
content: But if we will not, what ſaith the A⸗ 
poſtle in the next verſe 2 if men will be rich, they 
fall into temptation, and a ſnare , and into many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men in De- 
ſtruction and Perdition : For (ſaith he) the love of 
money is the root of all evil. And then thirdly 
and laſtly, he charges them, That they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate. And the reaſons why we 
ſhould do ſo, are theſe : Firſt, that we receive all 
we have from God, he gives us all things rich⸗ 
ly to en jop: then ſecondly by doing good and res 
lieving the necellities of thoſe that are in want, 


we do thereby lay up in ſtoze foz our ſelves a 


god foundation fo2 Eternal life. God will not 
foꝛget our Wozk and labour of love towards the 
pw2 ; Inaſmach as ye have done it unto them, ye 
have done it unto me, ſaith Chꝛiſt, Matth. 25. 40 
And whatſoever we give unto the poz, we 
lend unto the Lozd, and he will certainly repay 
us. | | 

Therekoꝛe let all thoſe who erpect mercy and 
favours from the Lozd, ſerioufly- conſider and 
mind theſe following motives and inducements 
to Charity, pꝛopounded by a godly Miniſter ; 
a neceſſary Duty, which diverſe men are very 
pzone to negled. Dives would not give the 
1 ö 4 crums 
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trums and ſcraps of his table to poz Lazarus. 
Men ina full condition are not at all afecey 
wich the wants and neceſſitiss of others: ; Do 
what an evil Unmercifulneſs is. 

Firſt, It is an argument of Tovetcnſneſs : 
When Chzilt , Luke 16. 9. Bids them make to 
them elves friends of the Mammon of unrigh⸗ 
teouſneſs, (which he ſo calls, becauſe men fin 
either-in the getting oz in the uſing of them) 
ſaying they could not ſerve God and Mammon: 
In the 13, verſe it is ſaid , the Phariſæs who 
were covetous derided him: Thep thought 
Chꝛiſt ſpake like an ignozant man; they could 
ſerve God and keep their wealth too, and not caſt 
if away upon pz people: This ſhewed their 


covetouſneſs; and what an evil covetouſneſs is, 


St. Paul tells us, A covetous man is an Jdola- 
ter, Epheſ. 5. 5. And hath no inheritance in the 
K1igdom of Heaven. 

2. Unmercifulneſs is an argument of wun- 
belief and diſtruſt of God; men think, if they 
give to the poo2,they may want themſelves: But 
Prov. 28. 27. He that giveth to the poor ſhall never 
lack. Here is the Moꝛd of God fo2 it, who is 
truth it (elf; and pet men diſtruſt God, and 
think of other ways to pꝛovide foz themſelves : 
J will kep what J have (ſaith the covetous 
man) if this be gone, JI know not where to have 
moze ; the wozld 1 is hard ; and it is beſt ge 
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what we have. Thus unbelief diſcovers it ſelf. 
Saith God, Give to the po, and thou ſhalt nes 
ver lack ; ſaith the hard-hearted man, Give to 
the pw2 and thou ſhalt lack: and ſo gives God 
the lie. Ecclef. 11.1. Caſt thy bread vpon the wa- 
ters, and after many days thou ſhalt finde it: Noz 
ſaith the unmerciful man, I ſhall never ſe it 
again; and ſo makes Goda Liar, and declares 
himſelf an unbeliever. 

3. Unmercifulneſs is an argument that 
there is na Love of God in that man. 1 John 3. 
17. Who ſo hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his 
Brother hath need, ard ſhutteth up his bowels of 
compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him? Ye may think, and others may think 
and ſay that he loves God, but there is not any 
dꝛam of Gods love in that man; foz if a man lo⸗ 
ved God, he would love man who is the Image 
of God. Chꝛiſts commands us, that we love one 
another as he hath loved us. Joh. 15. 1 2. He teſti⸗ 
fied his love, by giving his like, his blood foz us; 
and we will not give a little bzead, an old gar⸗ 
ment, a little fil ver, it is a clear demonſtration 
that there is no love of God in us. 

4. Unmercifulneſs it hath much cruelty and 
unnaturalneſs in it. 114. 58. 7. ſaith the Lozd, 
Deal thy br: ad to the hungry, cover ti e naked, and 
hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh. The poꝛz 
are our own fleſh, Mal. 2. 10. Yave we not all 
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one Father? Path not one God created us? 
Prov. 22. 2. The rich and the poor meet together, 
the Lord is the maker of them all. Now if we hide 
our eyes from them, it we will not conſider their 
neceſlities, and relieve them, we are cruel and 
unnatural : if a man be naked oz hungry he will 
ſeek to cloath and fed himſelf, he will not hate 
bis own fleſh : Eph. 5. 29. No man ever yet hated 
his own fleſh , but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it. 
When men therefoze reſuſe fo ſtrengthen the 
hands of the poꝛ and nee dy, they deſpiſe and hate 


their own fleſh, they are unnatural. And to pꝛe⸗ 
vent this, God hath laid a Command to be mer 


ciful, where the ffrongeſt reaſon and plea may 
be againſt if. Prov. 25. 21. If thine enemy hunger, 
give him bread to ear; if he be thirſty, give him drink: 
much moꝛe then to the pz. 
5. Unmercikulneſs, it bzings a curſe, pea, ma⸗ 
ny curſes upon men and their eſtate, Prov. 28. 
27. He that chideth his eye from the poor, ſnall have 
many a curſe : The po will curſe him, and not 
onely man, but even God himſelf curſeth them. 
Pſal. 41. 1. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth rhe poor: 
Af a man do it not ſhall he have a ble ling? No; 
Depart from me, ye cuxſed. (Match. 25.41) For 1 
was hungry, and ye fed me not. And Prov. 3. 33: 
The curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked. 
Sometimes they have not an heart to eat, and 
take ths. comfozt of their Eſtates; . —_— 
| ep 
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they are perplered with fears and cares and ſoz - 
rows about their Eſtates; ſometimes they are 
walked at Law; ſametimes by Fire, o: Robbery; 
ſometimes by ſuch ſecret wayes , that none can 
give any rational account of, but know that the 
curſe of God was there. | 

6. Unmercikulneſs, it makes men altoge⸗ 
ther unlike God, who is the Father of mercy, 
and the God of all compaſſions. 2. Cor. T. 3. He 
makes his Dun to ariſe on the evil and the good, 
and ſendeth rain upon the juſt, and upon the un⸗ 


Juſt, Matth. 5. 45. Ve giveth fwd to all fleſh, Pfal. 


136. 25. To each his ſufficing fod in due ſeaſon, 


— 


and fils every living creature with his bleſſing. 
He giveth liberally, and upbzaideth not, as St. 
James ſaith, Jam. 1. 5. He hears the defires of the 
humble and the pw2, Pſal. ro. 17. He is kinde to 
the unthankſul, and fo the evil: Be ye there fore 
merciful. as your heavenly Father is merciful, Luke 
6. 36. But now, that man that is near, pinch⸗ 
ing and miſerable, and doth not regard the con⸗ 
dition of the proz, to comfozt their hearts, and to 
ffrengthen their hands, in filling their hungry 
bellies, and cloathing their naked bodies; he is 

unlike and contrarp to God, who is all love and 
bowels of mercy, pittp, and compaſſion , and 

ever mindful of the paz, and hath made a Law 

fo2 their relief, which ſkandeth recozded in ths 
wozd of God, unalterable , and can never be rg 


pealed, 
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pealed oz made void, Deut. 15. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 
15. If there be among you a poor man, one of thy 
brechren, within any ot thy gates in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee; thou ſhalt not harden 
thine heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor bro- 
ther:but thou ſhalt open thine hand wide unto him, 
and ſhile ſurely lend him ſufficient for his need in 
that which he wanteth. Beware that there be not 2 
thought in thy wicked heart, ſaying, the ſeventh year 
the year of releaſe is at hand, a:.d thine eye be evil 
againſt thy poor brother, and thou gice him nought, 
and he cry unto the Lord againſt thee , and it be ſin 
unco thee. Thon ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine * 
heart ſhall not be grieyed when thou giveſt unto 
him, becauſe that for this thing the Lord thy God 
ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all hat thou 
putteſt thine hand unto. . For the poor (hall never 


cCeaſe out of the land, therefore I command thee, ſay... .. 


ing, thou (halt open thine hand wide to thy brother 
to the poor, and to the needy in the Land: Thou⸗ 
ſhale furniſh him liberally out of thy locks, and out 
of thy floor, & out of thy wine-preſs;of that where- 
with the Lord thy God hath bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt 
give unto him: and thou ſhalt remember, that thou 
waſt a Bond- man in the Land of Egypt, and the Lord 
thy God redeemed thee; Therefore I Command 
thee this thing to day. And to this very purpoſe 
is that in Levit. 25. 35,36,37,38. If thy brother be 
waxen poor, and faln to dec iy with thee, then — 

alt 
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ſhalt relieve him: yea, though he be aſtranger ot 
ſojourner with thee, that he may live with thee:thou 
ſhalt not give him thy money upon uſury, nor lend 
him thy victua s upon in: reaſe ; take thou no uſu- 


ry of him, nor increaſe : but fear thy God, that thy 


Brother may live w th chee. Mere is two Statute 
Acts of God himſelf, that are of moze fozce, and 
greater authozity then all the Aas of men oz 
Parltaments,which ſhall never be altered ; buf 
ſhall be in full fozce and power fo the end of the 
wozld: yea, ſhall be a Law to condemn the gains 
ſayers and neglecers thereof in the day of judges 
ment. Saith Chziſt, Luke 14. x3. When thou 
makeſt a Feaſt c Il the poor, the lame, and the blind, 
and thou (halt be bleſſed. And Luke 14. 18. God 
anoinfed Chziſt to pzeach the Goſpel to the 

po. And in another place, he ſaith. The pwz 


recieve the Goſpel. And hath not God choſen 


the pooꝛ of this wozld, to be rich in Faith, and 
heirs of the Kingdom, which he hath pꝛomiſes 
to thoſe that love him. In Lukes. 20. Saith 
Chꝛiſt, Bleſſed are ye poor, for yours is the King- 
dom of He. ven. But in the 24 verſe, Wo unro 
you that are rich, for ye have received your con ſola- 
tion. In Lake 16. 25. When Dives cried unto A- 
braham to have mercy on him, ſaith Abcaham to 
him, Remember that thou in thy life time teeeivedſt 
thy good things: Thou madeſt thy riches thy 
God, and didit ſhut up the bowels of compaſſion 
againſt 
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The Charitable Chriſtian. 
againſt poz Lazarus, therefoze thou ſhalt have 
no mercy. Judas was a hard-hearted wꝛetch, a 
covetous traito2, that cared not foz the pz. Af 
ever men would do themſelves god by their 
Eſtates, it will be in laying them out foz the 
pio: Foz at the laſt day riches if not impꝛobed 
to the glozy of God, will certainly riſe up in 
judgement againſt men. Dee what St. James 
ſaith, Chap. 5. Uerſ. 1,2, 3. Goto now, ye rich 
men, wcepand howl for the m iſeries 2 come 
upo you: Your riches are corrupted, and your gar- 
ments moth- eaten; your gold and ſilver is cankered, 
and t he ruſt of t hem ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, 
and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire. Jou have heap- 
ed up treaſure together for the laſt day. £ 
7. Unmercifulneſs it vuts in a Caveat, and 
War in the Court of Heaven againſt our P2ay- 
ers, that they ſhall have no entertainment there. 
Who ſo ſtappeth his ears at the cry of the pwz, 
he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, and not be heard; Prov. 
21. 16. Unmerciful men ſhall come to ſome 
great ſtraight o2 other befoze they die, ſoas to 
cry either to man o2 God; and when they cry, 
they ſhall not be heard. They would not hear 
the po crying , noꝛ God who ſent theſe poo, 
and cried to them in theſe po2 ; therefoze when 
they cry unto man foz help, God will op their 
ears, and turn their hearts from them; yea, 


ffop his own ears, and turn away his own hearf 
from 
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The charitable Chriſtian. 
from them. Luke 6. 38. With the ſame meaſure: 
that you mete; ſhall be meaſured to you again. ou 
| ftopyourears, and God will ſtop his ear; you 
ſhut up vonr bowels of compaſſion,and God will 
hut up his; you withhold pence, and God will 
withhold his talents. The rich man cried foz 
a dꝛop of water being in hell toꝛments, but nei⸗ 
ther Abraham oz God would hearken to hisres 
queſt: he that would not give one crum, muſt 
not receive one d2op. Matth. 5. 7. The mercifub 
ſhall obtain mercy. 15 
8. Unmercikulneſs is a ſhꝛowd ſign and 
badge ofa Rep2obate Condition: A mercileſs. 
mans name will hardly be found inthe Bok of 
'| Life, Col.3.n. Put on ( ſaith St. Paul) as the 
Elect of God bowels of mercy and kindneſs. Thoſe: 
that are the elect of God, have had mercy, and 
being called, they finde and fel that mercy, and 
cannot but put on bowels of mercy towards 
others which declareth their Election: As God 
pittied them ſo they pittied others. But where 
there are no bowels of mercy, but churliſhneſs, 
hardneſs, cruelty, and unmercikulneſs: there 
is a black ſign and bavge of a Repzobate Con? 
9. Unmerctifulneſs is a degree of murther: | 
ſome men hate and curſe the poꝛ, and the Scrips: 1} 
tures bluſhes not to call them murtherers. 1John >} 
3.15. Who ſo hateth his brother, is a murtherer. And 
| | Job 
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Job. 24. 14, The murtherer riſing with che light kil- 
leth the poor and needy. Ye deviſeth ways how 


to oppꝛeſs them, and ta ſuck and ſqueeze them, 


and this is a killing of them, and he is a mur- 
therer fo2 it. Do when a man ſes his bzother 
oz neighbour pw2, ſinking, and like to be ruin⸗ 
ed, and will not relie ve him, being able to do it, 
he falls into a degree of murther. & Heathen 
could ſe this who ſaid, That he that hath pow⸗ 
er to ſuecour a man, being ready to periſh , and 
ſuccours him not, he kils him. Suppoſe a man 
in the water oz fire, you paſs by, and lend him 
not pour hand, which ik you had done, his life 
might have been ſaved, are not you then guilty 
of his death, if yon help him not? When the 


Pꝛiieſt and Levite paſſed by the man, that going 


from Jeruſalem to Jericho fell among thieves, and 
relieved, him not, it was their fin ; and had he 
died in that caſe and condition, they had been ac⸗ 
ceſſarp to his death. If the poz be our flech, then 
our gods are theirs as well as ours, and if we 
let them periſh we murther them, and our ſetves 
to. 55 

10. The end of that man will be very ſav; 
who hath ben mercileſs to the pw2 ; he muſt 
have the end of a fruitleſs and dead tree, he muſk 
be hewen down and caſt into the fire. James 2. 
13. He ſhall haue judgement without mercy , that 
hach ſhewed. no mercy ; All judgement , meer 
5 ſeverity 
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ſeverity, and pure w2ath ſhall bs his pozfion. 

The chief, ik not the onely ſin that Chꝛiſt 
mentions at the day of Judgement, (Matth. 25. 
41, 42.) is unmercifulneſs. To the righfeous 
ſaith he, Come ye bleſſed of my Father; for I was 
hungry, and ye gave me meat ; I was chirſty „and 
ye gave me drink; I was naked, and ye cloathed 
me: therefore ſay unto you, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the beginning of the World. 
But unto the wicked and ungodly ſaith Chꝛiſt, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
Prepared for the Devil and his Angels; for I was 
hungry and ye gave me no meat; I was thirſty, and 
ye gave me no drink; I was naked, and ye cloathed 
me not: Me lhewed me in my pw2 members no 
pitty, no mercy ; therefoze depart from me, I 
know you not. 

Unmercikul men will have no plea of excuſs 
then fo2 themſelves; it will not ſerve their turn 
then fo ſay, J had it not: this will be but an ill 
anſwer befoze the Loꝛd, when they ſhall come to 
give an account how they have uſed & diſpoſed 
of theſe Gods and Talents, which he hath as 
Stewards intruſted them withal. UWhen God 
ſhall (as he will) put the queſtion to them, how 
have you ſpent pour wealth 2 how have pou ad- 
vanced my glozy by your effates? how many pw2 


ſouls have you refreſhed 2 Mhat anſwer will 


they have? what can they ſay foz themſelves 2 
5 Tven 
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Even nothing at all : Their own Conſciences 
will then accuſe, and will bear true witneſs 
againſt them. What have you done with your 
wealth ſaith God? which way have you ſpent 
pour Effates 2 Saith Conſcience then, So 
much have J ſpent to pleaſe mine appetite in 
ſuperfluity of dainfies , and thus much have J 
ſpent to pleaſe mine epe in curious and over- 
coſtly cloathing, and thus much have I ſpent to 
delight mine ears, and to ſatisfie my ſenſes in 
vain delights , and in wozldlp pomp and plea⸗ 
ſure ; hundzeds and thouſands have J ſpent up⸗ 
on my obon baſe ſinful luſts and affections, But 
what halt thou given to the pwz, ſaith God? 
When J had any ſpare money , now and then 
A gave a half-peny, oz a b2aſs farthing to a pwz 
man. Ah wꝛetched man, will God ſay , hadi 
thou wherewithal to pleaſe thy carnal luſt, and 
hadff thon nothing moze fo ſpare fo2 my pro2 
members? Thou unpzolitable Servant thou 
ſhalt be caſt into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be 
weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth foz 
eber. Thou wouldeſt take no pitty no2 compaſ- 
ſion on the pz; therefoze J will ſhew thee no 

Men are very loath to part with any thing 
fo2 God; but if they did but know the benefit 
of it, ſurely they would do it moze willingly. 


When Chzift, in the 16, of Luke, bid the pong 
man 
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man ſell all, and follow him, he went away ves 
ry ſoꝛrowful, becauſe he had great poſſeſſions : 
He had rather let Chzift alone, and Heaven, 
and Salvation alone, then part with all: Ve 
did not underſtand what a bleſſing it ſhauld be 
fo habe treaſure in Yeaven , joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glozy. Ve did not think of the vani⸗ 


ty and uncertaintp of earthly riches ? he never 


thought of Death, and how that he muſt ſhoztly 
leave all theſe things behind him. It is a hard 
thing ſaith Ch:ift, foz a rich man to enter into 
heaven. their hearts are ſo glued and faſtened 
to the wozld that they had rather run the hazard 
of their pꝛeci ous ſouls, then loſe a part of their 
eſtates. They might have laid up in ſtoze foz 
the time to come; but they have treaſured up 
wꝛath againſt the day of wzath. There is no 
better treaſure againſt the evil dap then that 
which hath been laid up in the wozks of mercy 
and charity. 

The merciful man (ſaith Solomon)doth good 
fo his own ſoul, Proverb 11. 17. The mcrciful 
man killeth two birds with one fone ; he com- 
fozteth the ſouls of others that are in want,and 
1 lapeth up a poztion of bliſs fo2 his own 
out; 

Seeing then uncharitableneſs is ſo great an 
evil, let us put on bowels of mercy, and Erengs 
then the hands , and cover the nakedneſs of the 
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poz and needy : Its now a hard time and things 
are dear , and trading very ſmall , and the p32 
abound; 2nd therefoze now it is very ſcaſonable 
fo2 thoſe that are rich to open fhe bowels of pity 
and compaſſion towards the pw2, and to ſuccour 
thoſe that are in want. Yoly Job was a father 
to the pw2 ; ſe his 29 Chapter and the 16 verſe; 
Pe did not eat his mozſels alone, but the father- 
leſs and wi ddow eat thereof: he delivered the 
poꝛzand the fatherlcſs,and him that had none to 
help him; and he was eyes to the blinde, and feet 
fo the lame, and the bleſſing of him that was 
ready to periſh came upon him; and he cauſed 
the widdows heart to ſing foz jop: he div not ſuk⸗ 
fer the pw2 fo periſh fo2 want of cloathing , Job 
31.17. The bellies and loins of the poor bleſſed him, 
Being filled and warmed with the fleſh k fleece 
of his ſheep. It were well if Jobs ſpirit and 
compaſſton were in all rich men now, that ſo 
the hungry might be fed, the naked cloathed, 
and the neceſſities of the pw2 ſupplied. 
| Spare ſomething out of pour ſuperfluities 
fo: them. Can you ado2n pour houſes with pi⸗ 
cures and Yangings, your tables with coſtly 
Carpets, your ſhelves with Bꝛaſs and Pewter, 
and your cloſets and cupboards with Plate, and 
have you nothing foz the pw2, who are the Tem⸗ 
ples of God? Can yon fed pour Dogs, and 
Parrats, Apes and Yonkeys zand pamper your 
Hogſes; 
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 Þozſes, and not minde the prwo2 Members of 


Chziſt that lie at your dozs? Can vou ſpend 
pounds and pounds to ſatisſie and pleaſe your 
carnal luſts in a ſuperfluous manner, and can 
pou not now and then ſpare a penny to a pwz 
Chziſtian: how will the Lozd take this at pour 
hands, | 

Remember Dives, he had been better to hav 
given all to pw2 Lazarus, then to have met with 
ſuch an end foz his unmercifulneſs. The Lo2d 
Jeſus Chziſt hath told you, that it is a bleſſed 
thing to give. Acts 20. 35. And it is a bleſſed 
thing to ſhew kindneſs fo Chziſt: Mhen yon 
give to the pooꝛ you give fo Chziſt, Mat. 25. 40. 
In as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me: they 
are Chꝛiſts brethzen thou doſt it unto, and he 
accounts it as done to himſelf, 

Aga in, conſider, is it not a bleſſed thing to 
have tbe Lo2d of heaven and earth to be indebt- 
ed to vou? Prov. 19. 17: He that hat pitty on the 
poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath 
given, will he pay him again. God is the poz mens 
ſecurity, he taketh the debt upon himſcif, and 
gives thee his wozd fo2 ſecurity ; his Faithkul⸗ 
neſs and his Honour are both engaged fo2 per- 
fozmance ; Had you the Cities Bond, o2 the 
Publick Faiths Decurtty foz what you disburſe 
towards the pw2 , it were nothing to this. Q 
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give give unto the poz,and make God as much 
as you can indebted to v u; he is a cod ſure pay- 
malker. Luke 6. 38. Give, and it ſhall be given un- 
to you, good meaſure, preſſed down, ſbaken toge- 
ther, and running over. If you will not make God 
your Debter by giving, he will be your Judge 

koꝛ not giving. | | 

We live in dangerous times, and riches are 

uncertain things; the onely way to make them 
ſafe, is fo beſtow them upon the pz. One had 


this Epitaph upon his Tomb. That which I have 


given, that I have; that which I have kept, that have 
I loſt, Solomon faith, Eccleſ. 11. 1. Caſt thy bread 


upon the waters, for thou ſhalt finde it after many 


days. If yon keep it, you loſe it; if you gi ve, you 
ſhall finde it again. 

It is the judgement of ſome, that no beggars 
ſhould be relieved that go from deoz to do; they 
think it an unwarrantable pꝛactiſe, and the nur⸗ 
ſery of Uagabonds and vile perſons, that live in 
no calling, and are under no Government, but 
are the ſhame of the Magiſtrates, and a diſozder 
in a Common-wealth, and a repzoach of the 
Laws that are made foꝛ the relief of the pw2 in 
their ſeveral reſpedtive places. Tertatnly thoſe 
that beg up and dolvn, being able to woꝛk, and 
will not. you ought not to relieve,you ſin in do- 
ing it; the Apoſtles rule is, 2. Theſ. 3. 10. If any 
will not work, he mult not eat: And further when 
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Begging is made a trade, J ſee not how it is 
juſtifiable befoze God, oz can be counfenanced 
by man. Pet to conclude it unlawful to give to 
to any that beg, J dare not. Chꝛiſt healed the 
blinde Beggars, Luke 18. 35, 42. John 9. 7, 8. 
and did not rep2ove them fo2 their begging. 
Beſides, God hath given outa Rule , Luke 6. 
30. Give to every man that asketh of thee: Which 
Command would be void and nſeleſs, if J might 
gi ve to no Beggars. Then ik you are able, you 
ought to give to all that are truly po and nes 
dy; even to thoſe who are able to wozk, and wil⸗ 
. lingly weuld wozk ; but through the ill diſpoſt⸗ 
tion of the times cannot get implopments. Gal. 
6. 10. As we have opportunity (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
let us do good unto all. Ms ought fo conſider 
the neccſſities of the pw2; they may be in dan⸗ 
ger of life, and ready to ſtarve, as Lazarus was 


at Dives do: o2 they may be ſick, o2 lame, o2 
blinde, oz aged, and ſo not able to do any thing 


fo2 a livelihood. 

Pou have ſeen the ſoze evils of unmercifuls 
neſs, and the great bleſings that are pzomiſed 
to ſuch asare merciful! : they thall obtain mer - 
cy, When mercileſs men ſhall have no mercy 
ſhewed them. Conſider, that the ſame God that 
made them poꝛ, made you rich; and might have 
made them rich, and you poꝛz; you might have 
been in their condition, nn. ſ&ing = 

ath 
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hath given you Talents, Wealth and Riches, 
uſe them to his Glozy ; lay up ſome of them in 
fſfo2e fo2 the time to come, foz eternal life, by 
laying them out on the poz: That ſo at the 
great Day of Accounts the Lozd may ſay unto 
you, Well done god and faithful ſervant, enter 
thou into thy Maſters jop: thou haſt glozified 
me on Earth, now will A glozifie thee in Yea- 
ven: thou haſt diſperſed abꝛoad, thou halt given 
to the pw2, thy righteouſneſs endureth fo2 ever; 
thy ho2n ſhall be exalted with honoz. Pſal. 112. 
9. Now ſhalt thou receive the full poſeſſion and 
enjoyment of thoſe unſpeakable pleaſures) that 
are in Heaven fo: ever. 

Now then conſider what hath been ſaid , and 
the Lo2d give you underſtanding hearts in all 
things; Now unto him that is able to do abun⸗ 
dantly mo2e fo2 us, then we can think oz deſire; 
the onely wife mercikul God be Honour and 
Glozy, now, and — ever. AMEN, 
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